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Description

In September 2000, Bank Street College of Education was awarded a field-initiated research grant to conduct a study of the states’ use of Child Care Development grant quality set-aside funding. This project promises to yield insights important to states as they continue to plan, fund, and evaluate activities to improve the quality of child care. The project is being conducted jointly by Bank Street College of Education, Abt Associates, and the National Center for Children in Poverty.

The product of the first year’s work will be a catalogue of quality initiatives that will be available in hard copy as well as on the web. Other products include a toolkit of assessment measures, which will be competed in the second year of the project, and an analysis of selected programs, which will represent the third year of work.
Major Research Questions

· What initiatives have states and communities funded to improve child care quality and expand child care supply?

· How do states and communities assess the effectiveness of these initiatives?

· What assessment tools/methods would be useful to states and communities?

Research and Evaluation Design

The research consists of three components. In the first year, the study team reviewed and analyzed initiatives that used specific strategies to improve the quality of home-based and center-based child care for infants and toddlers, children with special needs, children who need off-hour care, and school-age children. The strategies that were examined included start-up funding, facilities improvement, materials and equipment, recruitment/training, professional development, accreditation/rating systems, and compensation. The second year’s work will consist of the development of set of measures that states and communities can use to assess the efficacy of these quality initiatives. In the third year, the research team will assess selected initiatives.

Selected Publications and Finding

To date, there has been no formal dissemination of findings because the research is not complete. The completed catalogue of quality initiatives will be completed and ready for publication September, 2001.
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