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Description

This study is designed to identify common barriers faced by low-income families in accessing good-quality infant and toddler child care and to learn about promising community strategies for helping families overcome these barriers.   In particular, we are focusing on strategies that involve community collaboration, new partnerships, and local decision-making processes. 

Major Research Questions

· What barriers do low-income families (families on TANF and working poor families) face to accessing good-quality child care for their infants and toddlers? 

· What challenges do community child care providers and other programs serving low-income families with infants and toddlers (such as Early Head Start programs) face in implementing collaborative initiatives and partnerships to increase low-income families’ access to good-quality infant and toddler care?

· What community strategies have been implemented to improve the quality of infant and toddler child care used by low-income families?  What are the processes of collaboration and how long does it take to form partnerships and address issues related to the quality of infant and toddler child care?

· What community strategies have been implemented to help program families pay for good-quality community child care?  How do child care and other service providers navigate state child care subsidy systems, help families avoid interruptions in child care caused by interruptions in subsidy payments, and help families pay for good-quality care when families cannot pay the difference between the subsidy and the cost of care?  

· How have communities worked with states to access funding and develop policies that address the needs of low-income families with infants and toddlers for affordable, accessible good-quality child care?

Research and Evaluation Design

In the project’s first year, we are conducting a series of individual interviews and focus groups with child care and Early Head Start program staff, state and local child care and welfare administrators, resource and referral agency staff, community representatives, national experts, and key federal policymakers.  In the project’s second year, we will develop in-depth case studies in communities that have been implementing promising strategies with the potential for replication in other communities.  These case studies will be developed from site visits.  We are especially interested in the strategies that involve community collaboration, new partnerships and local decision-making processes. 

Selected Publications and Findings

Our year 1 report is currently in progress.
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