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The Minnesota Child Care Policy Research Partnership is a collaboration among several state agencies, counties, child care resource and referral agencies, and university researchers. Led by the Minnesota Department of Children, Families & Learning, the partnership brings together researchers and policy-makers from the Minnesota Department of Human Services and Department of Economic Security, several county child care units and CCR&Rs, the University of Minnesota, Child Trends and several nationally prominent researchers. The goal of this broadly based partnership is to foster sound research on child care issues of importance to policy-makers at the state, local, and national level.

Major Research Questions

The research agenda of this project is designed to answer critical questions about how affordability, quality and accessibility affect outcomes for families and children. A key objective is to enhance our understanding of the impact on child care quality of various state policies, including the level of subsidies, tiered reimbursement, and quality regulations or standards. The research questions include: 

· How does the quality of child care vary for different subgroups, including families receiving subsidies and families from various cultural groups? 

· How do subsidies affect parent’s choice of type of care, the quality of that care, and the outcomes for the family in terms of earnings or employment stability? 

· How does tiered reimbursement affect quality and the decisions about accreditation made by providers? 

· How does the provision of child care subsidies impact the market for child care in terms of supply, price and quality?

Research and Evaluation Design
A set of five inter-related research studies utilize a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methods. The sub-studies include:

· Sub-Study 1: Quality of Care

· Sub-Study 2: Study of Parents’ Choice of Type of Care

· Sub-Study 3: Employment, Earnings and Job Stability of Parents Receiving Child Care Assistance

· Sub-Study 4:  Impact of Tiered Reimbursement on the Market for Child Care

· Sub-Study 5: Impact of Subsidies on the Market for Child Care

The project will combine data from surveys, observations, and administrative data sources in order to provide a comprehensive picture of child care and its impacts on families and children. Administrative data from state, county and CCR&R databases will be used. The study of quality in child care will combine interviews with parents and providers with observations of child care settings to assess quality from several points of view. Researchers are analyzing a longitudinal sample of administrative data to investigate the impact of child care subsidies on employment, types of jobs, earnings, and job stability.  While several of the sub-studies focus on families receiving child care assistance, the project will also include families not receiving assistance as a comparison group. Survey data already collected on a representative sample of households with children provides a unique source of information on care arrangements, including informal care and care by relatives, for all families.
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