	COMPARISON

OF

SECTION 1115 AND SIP DISCRETIONARY GRANT AUTHORITIES



	ELEMENT
	SECTION 1115


	Special Improvement Project
                (SIP)

	Purpose/Objective


	Invites proposals from State child support enforcement programs to test and evaluate new policies and practices that are intended to improve the operation of the child support enforcement program.
	Invites a larger audience to submit proposals with the intent of increasing financial and medical support for children as well as improving child support enforcement  program performance.

	Eligible Applicants


	State Child Support Agencies or Title IV-D Agencies (other agencies and organizations can be co-participants, but the awarded funds must go to the State title IV-D agency).
	State human services umbrella agencies, State or local public agencies (child support, etc.), tribes, tribal organizations and non-profit organizations.

	Evaluation Requirements


	Applicant must describe the evaluation method and choose an independent evaluator.  Scientific evaluations with control and experimental groups are preferred.
	Applicant must describe specific results/products to be achieved and how the success of the project will be measured. Independent evaluator is not required.

	Notice of Possible Cross-site Evaluation


	OCSE may require a cross-site evaluation if similar projects are awarded.
	Generally speaking, cross-site evaluations are not used for SIP projects.

	Program Announcement


	Transmitted to States by Dear Colleague letter, generally on an annual basis.  Also sent via email to email list.
	States notified through Regional Offices and posted on OCSE's website.  Published in the Federal Register at least annually.

	Budget (funding of project)


	The Federal Financial Participation (FFP) rate is effectively 95 percent for these projects; the grantee must provide 5 percent of the total approved cost of the project.  The total approved cost of the project is the sum of the ACF grant award, regular IV-D FFP and State share.
	100 percent Federal funding

(no grantee match required).

	Special Note on Section 1115

Healthy Marriage Waivers
	The Section 1115 awards described here are all pursuant to an announcement. They are not the waivers for Healthy Marriage projects.
	N/A


To access past announcements:

FY ’04 SIP announcement/application web site: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/ pubs/2003/grants/sip/federal_register_SIP.pdf
FY ’04 Sec. 1115 announcement/application web site:

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cse/pol/DCL/2004/dcl-04-15.htm
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